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Enable the performing arts 

sector to share their digital 

collections and stimulate 

reuse

Vision
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In 2025

• Podiumkunst.net is the network for 

the performing arts sector

• large, medium and small cultural 

performing arts institutions and 

archives are affiliated

• the target groups know where to find 

the collections and are inspired by 

them

• the performing arts, heritage and 

design sector contribute to the 

National Strategy Digital Heritage
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Open isn’t enough for sharing

1. Support the network and 
help it grow

Bring parties together and initiate collaboration 

projects.

3. Increase expertise

Facilitate courses, together with partners such as 

Netwerk Digitaal Erfgoed* (NDE) and DEN 

Kennisinstituut cultuur & digitale transformatie**.

2. Develop shared services

Work on an infrastructure for connecting collections. 

4. Stimulate creative reuse

Work towards new stories and storytelling with 

creators.

4

* Network Digital Heritage

** Knowledge institute culture & digital transformation
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History
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Closed data

• Only available for own employees / 

organisation 

• Only physical access 

• Business model for metadata 

• Funding based on physical, not digital 

presence 



Present
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Open data

• Internet created the possibility to share 

your data with others. 

• More digitisation

• Digitisation leads to more visitors 

• Funding based on digital presence



Finding and 
connecting



Finding

BUT OPEN!

• Making the data available is the start 

for practical use, connecting and 

improving it!

• When your data is open, your 

collection can be found in isolation, 

when using the right terms you can 

be found in connection 
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Finding

Metadata

• Incomplete = incomplete find

• Incorrect (typos, descriptions)

• Only meant for specialists
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Finding

Terms

• Own terms = only intimi can find it

• Own terms = no connectivity to  

other collections
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Connecting

• How can your collection be found in 

connection to other collections and 

extend your reach?

• If you use the same terms, your data 

can be connected using Linked 

Open Data techniques

• Many thesauri are already available 

as Linked Open Data (Art & 

Architecture Thesaurus (AAT))
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Opera

Ballet



Connecting: Music in Movement
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Enrichment: Van Gogh Worldwide

• Created filters based on collective terms
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Develop shared services
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How do we connect collections?

• Differences in content (theatre, audio, sheet music)

• Differences in metadata 

LOD to find and link collections

• Open to the internet (Google can find it)

• Linked for the connection

Knowledge graph Podiumkunst.net to connect collections based on 
common ground



Knowledge graph 
Podiumkunst.net

Metadata

• Podiumkunst.net is working on a 

knowledge graph which is the basis 

for the connection of all collections 

in the performing arts area

• Responsibility of the metadata 

remains with the institutes

• The knowledge graph connects the 

collections based on shared 

metadata elements (terms)
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Performing arts collections

Connected collections

Target audience

developed services



Knowledge graph 
Podiumkunst.net

Terms

• Use of standards that are already 

available

• Find help in applying these 

standards (RDA committee)
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LRM / RDA model



Knowledge graph 
Podiumkunst.net

• Use the core properties

• Create sub-properties (in 

coordination with RDA steering 

committee)

• Add specific properties (candidate 

RDA properties) e.g. instruments
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RDA core properties

PK.net properties (as sub-

properties of RDA 

properties)

Possible ‘local’ organisation 

properties (as sub-

properties of PK.net 

properties)
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What is enough?

Metadata

• As elaborate as possible: Don’t think 

about the question, think about the 

data

• Published as Linked Open Data 

(LOD)
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What is enough?

Terms

• Use standardised terms to be able to 

connect collections

• NDE Termennetwerk (term network)
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What is enough?

Open!

• Publish in the NDE / National 

Archive Data register so it can be 

found

• Make sure Google can find it
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How do I get 
there?

Metadata

• Let the experts help you: they are 

the guards of the standards

• Start with new items and work 

backwards

Your local experts

Open isn’t enough for sharing 27



28Open isn’t enough for sharing

The quality of the metadata defines the 
‘findability’ of the collection and your reach


